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“A watched pot never boils,“ people say. I believe it`s true. The hungrier I get, the slower the cooking process is. The heroes of the story believe it as well.

If the water knows you are waiting for it, it will never get hot. You must not look at it. Then you will soon hear it making a lot of noise, because it wants to be made into tea. It is also a good idea to talk loudly to each other. You must say that you don`t want any tea, that you don`t need any tea, and that you`re not going to have any tea. (p. 38)
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With ideas like this Three Men in a Boat cannot be a boring book to read. Harry, George and J (and J`s dog Montmorency) take a boat trip up the river Thames. It`s not like sailing across the world`s dangerous seas, it`s just a small journey. However, it becomes extremely challenging for these three men. Here are some reasons why.
Firstly, they all are incredibly lazy. “I like work. I find it interesting...I can sit and look at it for hours.“
In a boat, I have noticed that each person thinks that he is doing all the work. Harris`s idea was that both George and I let him do all the work. George said that Harris never did anything except eat and sleep. He, George, had done all the work. That amused Harris. “George! Work!” he laughed. “If George worked for half an hour, it would kill him. Have you ever seen George work?“ I agreed that George and I had never seen George work. He is always asleep. “Have you seen Harris awake, except at meal times? George asked me. (p. 68) 
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Secondly, they are all feeling in poor health. “We were all feeling in poor health, and we were getting quite worried about it. Harris said that he felt really bad sometimes, and he did not know what he was doing. And George said that he felt bad, too, and he did not know what he was doing either. With me it was my heart. I knew it was my heart because I had read something in a magazine about symptoms of a bad heart. I had all of them.“ (p.1)

Thirdly, they cannot survive just with a few necessary things. “ A crowd of interested people collected to watch us. I think it was because we a had so much luggage. There was a big suitcase, a small bag, two baskets, several blankets, some fruit in a brown paper bag, some pans, some umbrellas and four or five coats and raincoats.“(p.21)
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Fourthly, their cooking skills are poor. “ Harris and I started to prepare potatoes. This became a very big job. We began quite happily. However, by the time we finished our first potato, we were feeling very miserable. There was almost no potato left.“ (p.61) 

And finally, they are no explorers. They are just three friends, three hypochondriacs, three do-nothings.  
But I promise, you`ll enjoy every second in their company ( 
                                 Boarding time!

